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Poll Question

* In comparison to IPV and SA cases, how many
stalking cases do you routinely work with?

* A. Just as many

Introduction * B. Slightly fewer stalking cases

* C. Significantly fewer stalking cases
* D. We rarely have stalking cases

SPARC




Why Focus on Stalking?

* Victims report experiencing stalking at a
significantly higher rate than the civil and criminal
Jjustice systems identify

* Stalking frequently co-occurs with other crimes
and is a risk factor for homicide*

Spencer,C M .& Stith,SM . (2018) .R ik Factors forM ale Perpetration and
Fem ak Vit Zatin of hitin ate PartnerH am ide:A M eta-Analysis. Traum a,
Vilknce, & Abuse, 213),527-540 .

STALKING IS:
O3 CRIMINAL |

TRAUMATIC

/N\ DANGEROUS |
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“Research suggests that victims rely on

notions of what a 'real’ or ‘legitimate’
crime looks like, and these perceptions

may impact reporting decisions.”

\

O34 CRIMINAL

FEDERAL LEVEL

50 STATES, D.C., U.S. TERRITORIES

\

TRIBAL CODES
]

UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE

www.StalkingAwareness.org/map

Charging Stalking

* Stalking charges are strategic

* Proof of stalking requires evidence of the
acts constituting the course of conduct, so
permits admission of a wide range of
evidence of “other bad acts”

* Provides context for other charges,
shedding light on the defendant’s purpose,
motive, and intent and helping to explain
the victim’s behavior

TRAUMATIC

Many stalking victims:

* Experience mental health issues.
Including PTSD, depression, anxiety, insomnia,
social dysfunction.

* Lose time from work.

1in 8 employed stalking victims lose time from
work. i s

* Relocate.
1in 7 stalking victims move.
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“It’s not easy to describe the fear you have
when you see the stalker, or signs of the
stalker, everywhere you go. | have given up
all hopes of ever having a safe life.

For the rest of my life, I will be looking over
my shoulder, expecting to see him there.”

"Stalking is homicide

in slow motion."

- Patrick Brady, Criminofogy Dept.
University of West Georgia

Defining Stalking

(= BEHAVIORAL

> LEGAL/STATUTORY

» State & Federal Statutes
> Clery Act, Title IX
> School Policy

/A DANGEROUS |

* Stalking often co-occurs with additional
victimizations, including physical assault and sexual
violence

* 20% of stalkers use weapons to threaten or harm

victims

* 76% of intimate partner femicides included stalking in

the year prior LT

Understanding Stalking

STALKING DEFINITION:
BEHAVIORAL

Stalking is a pattern of behavior directed at a specific
person that would cause a reasonable person to feel
fear for the person’s safety or the safety of others; or
suffer substantial emotional distress.

C 7 i
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CONTEXT IS CRITICAL

in stalking cases.

(music playing)

SPARC

Context

* Something may be
frightening to the victim
but not to you

* Stalking behaviors often
have specific meanings

* Stalking criminalizes

VIl NEVER otherwise non-criminal
behavior
LlET YOu &0

* Victims may know
something you don’t

SPARC

TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-315
STALKING

* “Stalking” means a willful course of conduct involving repeated or continuing harassment of
another individual that would cause a reasonable person to feel terrorized, frightened,
intimidated, threatened, harassed, or molested, and that actually causes the victim to feel
terrorized, frightened, intimidated, threatened, harassed, or molested;

* “Course of conduct” means a pattern of conduct composed of a series of two (2) or
more separate, noncontinuous acts evid: of purpose, i ut
not limited to, acts in which the defendant durectly, indirectly, or through third partles,
by any action, method, device, or means, follows, monitors, observes, surveils,
threatens, or communicates to a person, or interferes with a person's property;

Victim Reaction: Is it Fear?

“Harassment” means conduct directed toward a victim that includes, but is not limited
to, repeated or continuing unconsented contact that would cause a reasonable person
to suffer emotional distress, and that actually causes the victim to suffer emotional
distress. Harassment does not include constitutionally protected activity or conduct
that serves a legitimate purpose;

“Emotional distress” means significant mental suffering or distress that may, but does
not necessarily, require medical or other professional treatment or counseling;

“Unconsented contact” means any contact with another person that is initiated or
continued without that person's consent, or in disregard of that person's expressed
desire that the contact be avoided or discontinued.




Stalking Prevalence and Dynamics

SPARC

Stalking Dynamics

Women are more likely than
men to experience stalking.

The majority of victims report
that the offender is male -
regardless of the victim's
sexual orientation.
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Stalking Prevalence

NEARLY NEARLY
1in 3 women 1in 6 men

000

experience stalking in their lifetimes.

Image Results for “Stalking”

Google s e # 0 @

Victim and Offender Relationships

43%
ﬁurrentlFormer IP I \

41%

-
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rief Encounter - 9%
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Family Member -679%

Person of Authority B ;//"
Female Victims W Male Victims

Smin,SG , Basie, KC ., & Kieanow M . 0 N BVS):2016/2017 btz

N atralc £ #ease Contoland Preventin |

Relationships, Reporting, & Fear

Victims who knew their offenders were

MORE likely to report feeling FEARFUL
and yet LESS Iikely to REPORT to po|]ce

& than those stalked by a stranger.
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SLIl Framework

Stalking Behaviors

SPARC

SURVEILLANCE [l LIFE INVASION

e Follow ¢ Unwanted contact at home, work, etc.

o Watch ® Showing up
o Wait Phone calls

Property invasion

® Show up

* Tracking software Public humiliation

Harass friends/family

® Obtain information about victim

* Proxy stalking

INTIMIDATION @ INTERFERENCE

¢ Threats ® Financial and work sabotage

* Property damage ¢ Ruining reputation

* Symbolic violence ® Custody interference

* Forced confrontations Keep from leaving
Road rage
Attack family/friends/pets

Physical/sexual attack

* Threaten or actually harm self

* Threats to victim about harming others




Poll Question

* In comparison to IPV and SA cases, how many
stalking cases do you routinely work with?

* A. Just as many

* B. Slightly fewer stalking cases

* C. Significantly fewer stalking cases
* D. We rarely have stalking cases

Ty muthgl/ 3

Changing Behaviors
A *78% of stalkers use more
"/\“ than one means of

1 AR approach

¢ i *66% of stalkers pursue
their victim at least once
per week

A

Mohandie, K., Meloy, J.R., McGowan, M.G., & Willams, J. (2006). The RECON Typology of Stalking: Reliablity and Validity Based upon a Large
e of North talkers. dounmalor 11, 147-155.
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Technology & In-Person Stalking

i 08

The majority of stalking victims experienced both

in-person stalking and technology-facilitated stalking.

Messing, J., Bagwell-Gray, M., Brow oe. - Intersections of Stalking and Technology -Based Abuse: Emerging
nd Measurement. Journal of Family Vislence 35(1 04

CRIMES INCLUDING
IDENTITY THEFT, %ﬁ

VOYEURISM, PRIVACY
VIOLATION, IMAGE
CREATION &
DISTRIBUTION [

COMPUTER CRIMES

ﬁ VANDALISM,

(sa=x_) PROPERTY CRIMES

FALSE REPORTS,
WITNESS
INTIMIDATION

MAY BE PART OF A STALKER'S
COURSE OF CONDUCT

-
EAVESDROPPING,
TRESPASSING,
NONCONSENSUAL
RECORDING

AND MORE

* TCA§39-13-101 ASSAULT
* TCA §39-13-111 DOMESTIC ASSAULT

Naming Crimes Part of a Stalker’s
Course of Conduct

* TCA§39-13-605 UNLAWFUL PHOTOGRAPHY

* TCA §39-13-606 ELECTRONIC TRACKING OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

* TCA §39-13-113 VIOLATION OF AN ORDER OF

PROTECTION OR RESTRAINING ORDER- TCA §39-13-607 OBSERVATION WITHOUT
VIOLATION OF NO CONTACT ORDER CONSENT

TCA §39-13-306 CUSTODIAL INTERFERENCE * TCA §39-13-1002 BURGLARY

TCA §39-13-308 TRAFFICKING FOR FORCED * TCA §39-14-103 THEFT OF PROPERTY

e e e TCA §39-14-112 EXTORTION
TCA §39-13-309 TRAFFICKING FOR TCA §39-14-114 FORGERY

COMMERCIAL SEX ACT
TCA §39-13-401 ROBBERY TCA §39-14-129 MAIL THEFT
* TCA§39-14-301 ARSON

TCA §39-13-511 INDECENT EXPOSURE
13- TCA §39-14-303 SETTING FIRE TO PERSONAL
TCA §39-13-601 WIRETAPPING AND PROPERTY OR LAND

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE
TCA §39-13-604 INTERCEPTION OF * TCA §39-14-405 CRIMINAL TRESPASS

CELLULAR OR CORDLESS TELEPHONE * TCA§39-14-408 VANDALISM
TRANSMISSIONS

TCA §39-14-412 MAILBOX TAMPERING

Co-Victimizations:
Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence

SPARC
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VIOLENCE

Point When Stalking Occurs

EMOTIONAL
ABUSE

ISOLATION

During Relationship
After 21%

‘COERCION &
THREATS

INTIMIDATION

relationship
ds
DENYING, e
ECONOMIC
o BLAMING, 43% ' During & After

MINIMIZING

| Relationship
| 36%

USING USING
CHILDREN PRIVILEGE

During Relationship During & After Relationship After relationship ends

Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel

VIOLENCE

Tjaden, P. & Thoennes, N. (1998). Stalking in America: Findings from the national violence against women survey (NCJ#169592). Washington, DC:
National Institute of Justice Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles/169592 pdf.

|ntima_te artner stalkers are
more likely to:

Leaving an IP Stalking Relationship

Experiencing intimate partner stalking made
victims more likely to want to leave the

relationship than other factors -- including

physically approach the victim

be interfering, insulting, and threatening psychological aggression and past injury.
use weapons

Victims of intimate partner stalking have more

separation attempts than victims of IPV alone.

Sharidan, L. & Davies, G.M. (2006). Viclence and the Prior Victim-Stalker Relationship. Criminal Behaviour and Mantal Health 11(2): 102-116,

Stalking is a Lethality Risk

Top 10 risk factors for Risk for male perpetrated
intimate partner homicide & female IPH victimization

In 85% of attempted

& 76% of completed
intimate partner femicides,

1) Direct access to guns 11-fold increase in risk of IPH
2) Threated victim with a weapon 7-fold increase in risk
3) Non-fatal strangulation 7-fold increase in risk
4) Perpetrated rape/forced sex 5-fold increase in risk
5) Controlling behaviors 6-fold increase in risk

6) Threated to harm the victim 4-fold increase in risk

stalking occurred in the year

7) Abused victim while pregnant 4-fold increase in risk

8) Perpetrated stalking 3-fold increase in risk of IPH

9) Jealousy 2-fold increase in risk

prior to the attack.

10) Substance abuse 2-fold increase in risk

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A
Meta-Analysis. Tauma, V blnce, & Abuse 213): 527-540.




317% oo
STALKED

BY AN INTIMATE PARTNER WERE ALSO

SEXUALLY
ASSAULTED

BY THAT PARTNER.

ﬂ 6 /@)OF VICTIMS
18-24 YEARS OLD

REPORT THAT THE STALKER
SHARED NUDE, SEMI-NUDE,
AND/OR SEXUALLY EXPLICIT
PHOTOS OR VIDEOS OF THEM
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Sexual Assault Survivors Who Also
Experienced Stalking (Ages 18-24)

No
52%

Brady, P. Q., & Woodward Griffin, V. (2019). The Inters

ASK SURVIVORS ABOUT CO-
OCCURRING VICTIMIZATIONS.

ection of Stalking and Sexusl Assault Among Emerging Adults:
Results

Stalking After Violence

Thanks for a
great time %%

Our secret, yeah?

Wouldn't want to

have to show anyone
these pics.

WTF, did you tell Dan?

ANSWER ME

Screening for Stalking

SPARC




Screening for Stalking

Has the Offender...

toring Victim in any way?

repeatedly invaded Victim's |ifefPrivauy i)y iniliating

unwanted contact with Victim?

signiﬁcantly and directiy interfered with Victim's life?
>physically/sexually assaulted Victim during course of conduct?
>forcibly kept Victim from leaving, held against will, caused [a

serious accident, assaulted others, or seriously attacked Victim?

more than one time, intimidated or scared Victim through

S threats, property damage, threatening or actual harming of

pets, or other means?

Logan, K. & Walker, R. (2017). Stalking: A Multidi

ssessment and Sufety Planning, Trauma, Viclence and Abuse 18(2), 200-222.

Fear and Emotional Distress

Open-ended questions can include:
* How has this experience made you feel?

* Can you tell me what this experience has been
like for you?

* What have you done to protect yourself?
*What has changed in your life as a result of
their behavior?

* What did you think was going to happen if you
didn’t make these changes in your life?
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Screening for Stalking

If YES to any of the previous, during the actions
mentioned above...

Did these actions make Victim afraid or concerned for

safety or safety of ren, family, and/or coworkers?

Did Victim make significant life changes for safety reason)

because of these actions? (change day-to-day routines,
spend money on home safety, took time off work?)

Did these actions make Victim afraid or concerned about
significant financial or social impact?

(Loss of job, loss of housing, financial harm?)

NOT AT ALL? SOMEWHAT? EXTREMELY?

Logan, T.K. & Walker, R. (2017). Stalking: A Multidimensional Framework for Assessment and Safety Planning, Trauma, Violence and Abuse 18(2), 200-222.

Resources to help identify stalking at
STALKINGAWARENESS.ORG

supERVISIN

COULD THyg g,
EASTaL
IDENT] s
TFYING STaLKiNgG oNc:LSuEmn
SERVICE

Suateg
g Staking; SUL ST
[t et

SHARP:
Stalking & Harassment Assessment & Risk Profile

www.CoerciveControl.org
www.StalkingRisk.com

SPARC

({4

Vittin percsptinsof rik area
srong predictorof rassaut, equal
to creven betterthan rik
m anagam ent tools

TK Logan & Robert Walker, Stakig:A M ultdin ensimal Fram ework forAssessn ent and Safety
Planning, 18(2) Trauma, Violence & Abuse 200-22 (2017)

SPARC s
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Stalking & Harassment
Assessment & Risk Profile
(SHARP)

CoerciveControl.org

v v

Narrative Report &
Risk Profile

Safety Planning
Suggestions

rking with Victims of Stalking

SPARC
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Stalking and Karrassment
Assessment and Risk Profile
| (SHARP)
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How do Victims Cope?

Move
INWARD

Move Move
AGAINST OUTWARD

Why Name Stalking?

Charging & Prosecution
Safety Planning

Victim Empowerment

Adyvise Disengagement

Recommend no contact with the stalker

ermit!

BUT realize victims engage in behaviors to
keep themselves safe.

A .
) Maintain conte

tion, Minimizing threat
=]

2023

11
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“If you've never been in a
predator-type situation, it’s
better to know where they’re Kethove g,
at than not know. The reason e
I didn’t block him was to help
not being caught off-quard.”
-Stalking Victim

Documentation Log

STALKING INCIDENT AND BEHAVIOR LOG

dons Witness Name(s) | Evidence Attached:

Self-Protective Actions Taken

63% | Blocked unwanted calls/

messages/other
27% | Changed personal information
24% | Changed day-to-day activities \
(%)

23% | Self-defensive action/security
measure

9% ?l%@hed foi a restrau’ung'{der

ective/no-contact

787 of stalking victims take some kind of protective action

What is Safety Planning?

An individualized plan that
identifies specific strategies and

interventions that may increase safety.

2 Provides practical ways to decrease risk

> Focuses on physical AND emotional

-being
8

Document Evidence of Accommodations

@ [

Changes to accounts, Finances spent on safety

numbers, and settings devices or accommodations

> 4 Aﬁ
—
o 0Qo

Fi ial i includi;
Increased Security/Privacy fnancialimpacts, including

Measures employment consequences, identity
theft, and cost of damaged property

Basic Considerations

Trust victim instincts
Safety planning should evolve
Consider stalker's next tactic

Anticipate stalker reaction

Balance safety and freedom

12
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Safety Planning at Home Safety at Workplace or School

Victims may consider:

Vietims may consider: Sharing a photo of the offender with security staff,

colleagues/classmates, RAs, others
Changing routines, schedule, locations
Changing routes to and from location

® Informing neighbors, landlords, housemates
® Packing a bag and identifying escape routes
® Changing locks

Accompaniment

Ensuring that school/work does not post
or share contact information

® Photographing property damage Provide copies of CPOs

Save voicemails, texts, and emails

® Personal alarms

® Game cameras or other security devices

Work with building security to acquire
records/logs of stalker’s presence

STALKING RESPONSE CHECKLISTS

ASSESS YOUR EFFORTS & CONSIDER NEW IDEAS

UWENFORCEMEN-{ AGENCY CHEC -

ADDRESSING STALKr s

Responding to Stalking

Law Enforcement Strategies LAW ENFORCEMENT

IDENTIFYING
STALKING | IRENTIFYING

* How are non-IP stalking cases identified? |NV&EIS?E|F?OA;_|I%|\LS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT

CALLS FOR SERMIGE
) VVhat - -
) Incide
o0 0

Property crimes vs. \ STALKI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT TIPS ]
crimes against persons e ; IDENTIFYING SEll <

. Roll Call Training Yideos STALKINQBEHAVIORS‘
Report reviews to screen for Law Enforcement k. |

* Does your agency have a stalking policy?

training

for stalking

13
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Prosecution Strategies Prosecution Strategies (continued)

® Charge stalking within intimate partner Use risk assessments

violence/domestic violence Use firearm prohibitions

® What can be charged NOW
> ol siellt gz b Oppose defense demands for private or

» ica or? confidential victim information

* Acts intended to elicit a reaction from the Use expert testimony

victim (even if not directed at victim) can be

[ )
. . ®
part of the course of conduct *Eoc:_rﬂe:;:;ﬁ;)gi:vrongdomg )
P Intent: the victim would see/hear, evidence of context victims/witnesses

Probation Strategies

® Screen offenders
) especially those with IPV/DV arg
Make contact with victim(s)
. Frequent field contacts
H#GUILTY Look‘Fo'r fixation on victim
Specialized caseloads

Webinar Recording:
: Specialized conditions:

L)

sponding to Stiﬂting: Advocacy s t ra tegies
A Guide for

& Probation ||

Specific training on stalking
Support groups

5: SUL zzn»ﬂuﬂs

[ pERVISING OFFENDEX Safety planning/risk assessments
5 Y P g

Assistants with CPOs
: Documentation
IDEN G .
STALKING BEHAVIORS ® Shelter options?
IN CORRECTIONS

* Organizational checklist

14
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www.StalkingAwa reness.org

Responding to Stalkmg STALKING RESPONSE

A Gl.ude ]COI’ ACIVOCateS CHECKL]ST *Practitioner guides
*Train;ng mﬂdules
N_ . . *Victim resources

*Webinars

SUPPORTING LEBTQ flv
STALKING VICTIMS @FollowUsLegally

Sign Up for our Newsletter!

SPARC FORGE

Julia Holtemeyer m.p.r.
Resource & Tramlng Specialist

SPARC:

‘. 202. 499. 0314
E‘. JHoltemeyer(@StalkingAwareness.org

’“.F StalkingAwareness.org

©fe

(@FollowUsLegally
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