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About Me



• Pronouns

• Trigger warning

• Language warning

• Victim v. Survivor

• Graphic content

• Case Study



Can Anyone Relate? 



Objectives:

• Examine the process of recantation and reconciliation following law 
enforcement intervention; 

• Identify and explore the importance of evidence-based 
investigation, prosecution, and collaboration to hold offenders 
accountable; 

• Explore methods to implement change and improvement in 
responding to recantation. 



State v. Taj Zipperman



First Interaction With Law Enforcement

July 11, 2022 

Victim’s 14-year-old son 
texts 911





First interaction with law enforcement

Natalie tells responding deputies that they had dinner and drinks 
and got into an argument after defendant claims she was not 
answering him when he was talking to her.

During argument, defendant began yelling at her and slapped her 
in the head. 

Defendant admitted to getting into an argument, but claimed the 
victim started it and he just shoved her away. 



First interaction with law enforcement

Evidence Collection & Documentation

No lethality assessment is conducted. 

No follow-up investigation is conducted.

Case is not assigned to CID.



FIRST ARREST

Simple Battery (FVA)



Do any of these phrases sound familiar? 

• Why don’t you two just separate for the night?

• Why should I care if she doesn’t?

• If he doesn’t want to prosecute, why should we waste our time?

• She’s just going to go right back anyways.

• We should arrest her for violating the bond conditions too.

• If I have to come back out here again, somebody is going to jail.



Abusers and Victims: How did we get here?

The CDC utilizes a four-level 
social-ecological model to 
understand violence.

The model looks at factors that
Put people at risk for violence

OR

Protect them from experiencing or
perpetrating violence.



Individual Risk Factors

Low self-esteem

Low education or income

Depression or suicide attempts

Anger and hostility

Having few friends/being isolated

Economic stress

History of physical or emotional 
abuse in childhood



Relationship Factors

Unhealthy family relationships

Association with antisocial  and 
aggressive peers

Parents with less than high-school 
education

Witnessing violence as a child



Community Factors

High poverty rates 

High unemployment rates

Low community involvement 
amongst residents

Communities with easy access to 
drugs and alcohol

Weak community sanctions against 
IPV (unwillingness of neighbors to 
intervene when they witness violence)



Societal Factors

Traditional gender norms and 
gender inequality (women should 
be submissive and men should 
make the decisions)

Societal income inequality

Weak health, educational, 
economic, and social policies

Cultural norms that support 
aggression towards others



Common Abuser Traits



Under the Surface: Abuser Traits



Common Victim Traits



Under the Surface: Victim Traits



Why Doesn’t She Just Leave? 
Emotional dependence and love built between partners

Sharing of past traumas, extreme bonding

Isolation, nowhere else to turn

Economic dependence

Failure to see behaviors as abuse, minimizing

Fear of court system

Fear violence could get worse

Concern over safety and welfare of children 

Hope that the abuse will stop

Depression



5-Step Process to Recant

• Step 1
• Heated argument. Victim is feeling very strong and wants to go forward as 

a witness. 

• Step 2
• Perpetrator minimized the abuse, that it was not serious. The abuse does 

not rise to the level of the charge. 

• CRITICAL STEP- Perpetrator casts himself as the victim and how much he 
suffered in jail or will suffer  if he goes to jail

• Step 3
• Perpetrator bonds with the victim and they are against the “others.”



5-Step Process to Recant

• Step 4
• Perpetrator asks victim to recant her accusation against him and the victim 

complies.

• Step 5
• A new story is developed together

(Bonomi, AE, et al, “Meet me at the Hill Where We Used to Park”: Interpersonal Process 
Associated with Victim Recantation.” Social Science  & Medicine 28 July 2011)



Taj Zipperman – Out on Bond

Following his arrest for Simple Battery (FVA), Taj gets bond 
the same day ($1000) subject to special conditions that 
include: 

No contact with the victim.

No return to the residence.

He bonds out around 4:00am on July 12th 



Natalie is contacted prior to his release and is informed of conditions. 

On July 12th at 11:30pm, Natalie hears her garage door open.

Zipperman enters through the garage but is unable to enter the 
residence because a deadbolt is engaged. 

Natalie records her interaction with him BUT does not report it. 

He is there for over an hour. *captions are not perfect*

Taj Zipperman – Out on Bond













WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 



Reconciliation and Recantation 

I still love him.

He needs help, counseling, rehab, not jail.

I can’t make it without his income.

We can’t afford all these legal costs.

I never though he would do that.

He is a good father.

The children miss him.

I just wanted him to stop hurting me, not 
be arrested.        

He stopped drinking, he saw the Pastor.



Taj Zipperman – Second Interaction 
With Law Enforcement

• By July 25, 2022, Natalie reaches another breaking point.

• Deputies respond back out after she reports Zipperman has been 
making threats via text message.

• He calls her 4 times while the deputy is investigating the allegations. 

• Natalie is visibly shaking and crying and expresses fear for herself 
and her child.







SECOND ARREST

Violation of TPO



Out on Bond . . . Again

Zipperman is arrested and makes bond on July 27th.

Additional special conditions are ordered prohibiting contact and 
return to the residence. 



Out on bond . . . Again

Two days later, the victim is on her way home from work when she sees 
the defendant pull out behind her. 

He gestures for her to pull over and she does.

He tells her he isn’t mad at her or her son. 

He invites her to dinner and the two meet out of county.

He gives her a burner phone and had one for himself so they can “keep in 
contact.” 



First Text Message Received on Burner Phone







Burner Phone

• Burner phone is later provided to law enforcement

• Thousands of messages sent by the defendant within the span of 
three to four days.

• Many are threatening or harassing in nature.











































Defendant shows up at the house five times. 

He busts through a screened in porch and begins banging on the 
house door. 

Neighbors witness him at the home, but nobody calls law 
enforcement. 

August 1









Neighbor sends a message claiming the defendant drove by house. 

She hears banging on the door but still doesn’t want to call law 
enforcement. 

Instead, she contacts his attorney and begs him to make Taj stop. 

The attorney ultimately tells her to call 911 if she doesn’t feel safe. 

August 5



August 5

Deputies stop Zipperman near the neighborhood and he admits he 
was at the home.

He gives consent to search his vehicle, and they locate 
amphetamine pills.



FINAL ARREST

Aggravated Stalking &
Possession of a Schedule II

No bond this time.



How do WE Respond? 



Law Enforcement



What is “Evidence Based”?
• Building and presenting a case in which the system can:

• (1) hold offenders accountable for their behavior;

• (2) with OR without the victim’s cooperation.

• Evidence based prosecution starts with evidence based investigations.



What does it look like?
• Close collaboration between law enforcement, advocates, and prosecution.

• Interdisciplinary training between law enforcement, advocates, and 
prosecution.

• Evidence collection

• Collection of evidence

• More evidence collection . . . . you get the picture.



Victim Communication

Safety:
Make sure the initial interview is conducted outside the presence of any 
other parties and that each staff present explains their role.

Trust:
Practice empathy and be honest about what is going to happen.

Trauma:
Follow-up interview if possible – trauma informed investigation. 

Language/Cultural:
Avoid using children to translate.

Be aware of cultural differences in your area and adapt your response.



Initial Interaction with Law Enforcement

Victim statement with details

Lethality assessment aids in 
making predominant aggressor 
determination

Suspect statement

Pictures of victim and suspect

Pictures of the crime scene 
(yes, even if you have a 
bodycam)

Collect physical evidence

Confirm victim contact 
information and emergency 
contacts for the victim





Report Writing
• Be as detailed as possible

• No detail is too small

• Include direct quotes
• “I thought he was going to kill me.”

• Include identifying information for all witnesses 
• Including minors

• Include emergency contact(s) and/or alternate contact methods
• Get that email address!

• Specialized crimes sometimes need specialized reports





Evidence Collection
• Initial evidence collection is extremely important in domestic violence 

cases . . . we can’t build an evidence-based solution without evidence.

• If you don’t have the resources to collect the evidence, call someone who 
does.
• Examples: specialized photography; SANE exams; forensic interviews

• If you don’t have the training to KNOW what to collect, call someone 
who does. 

• If you don’t have the time to collect the evidence, call someone who 
does. 
• UPD → CID



Prosecution



Strong Cases Begin With Strong 
Investigations

• Work with law enforcement in your jurisdiction to develop better 
communication amongst agencies. 

• Train and offer caselaw updates to law enforcement. 

• Encourage trauma informed response to domestic violence cases.

• Treat the victim like a victim.



A VICTIM THAT TRUSTS YOU AND TRUSTS THE 
PROCESS IS LESS LIKELTY TO RECANT

• Meet with the victim as soon as possible.

• Be open and honest about the victim’s role and the prosecution role.

• Safety plan

• Enforce bond conditions



A VICTIM THAT TRUSTS YOU AND TRUSTS THE 
PROCESS IS LESS LIKELTY TO RECANT

• Lean on your victim advocate.

• Have a procedure when you begin to see red flags.

• Know resources in your community and be prepared to share those with 
the victim. 

• DO NOT RE-VICTIMIZE BY BULLYING!



Trial Process  

• Hand serve victim with a subpoena prior to trial.

• Meet with the victim prior to trial (more than once).

• Get a material witness warrant as a last resort.

Importance of expert witness testimony. 



The Importance of Ongoing Evidence 
Collection

• Jail Calls a/k/a “gold mines”

• Follow-up photos and interviews

• Forensic interviews for child victims

• Social media a/k/a “secondary gold mines”

• TPO affidavits 

• Report hunting
• Current victim

• Past victims 



Advocate



Remember: Victim 
Empowerment

Victims feel like they are powerless.

System is often seen as taking even more 
of their power.

Promise we MUST make: Even if we do not 
agree with their position, we will always 
give them a voice.



Safety Planning

• Explain process for coming to court – set up a plan where victim feels safe 
(especially if abuser is not in jail).

• Identify resources for the victim to contact with questions or when feeling 
unsafe.

• Suggest spending time with people that provide support.

• Take time to prepare for stressful situations.



• Educate the victim that he might try to gain her sympathy before he 
tries it.

• Let the victim know that you are not angry with her and let her know 
this is very difficult for her.

• Let her know that you are not concerned with what he will say about 
her. You want to only focus on his abuse towards her.

• Let her know about other resources that could assist her.

• Continue to educate the victim about the criminal process. Hearing it 
once is sometimes not enough.



Teamwork/Advocating

• Victim needs to leave the state for support and safety

• Victim is being threatened, but nothing can be proven – afraid to testify.

• Victim wants to get back together with the abuser.

• Victim doesn’t understand why there is not more justice.

• Victim does not feel supported by the criminal system.

• Victim does not understand why there is little communication from 
prosecution.

• Victim is upset the criminal case is being dismissed or reduced.



Taj Zipperman – Post-Arrest

• Victim is very slow to open up, but bonds with an advocate from 
the Sheriff’s Office.

• Advocate communicates concerns with the DA’s Office. 

• During a meeting, a lethality assessment is conducted, and the 
victim discloses a history of violence, including multiple incidents 
of strangulation. 

• Victim also provides additional evidence

• Defendant continues to try to contact the victim from the county 
jail and eventually has his family step in. 



Taj Zipperman – Post-Arrest

• There was such a mountain of evidence that Taj Zipperman pled 
guilty short of trial. 



ALWAYS give the victim a voice



Copyright Notice

This presentation contains the creative works of 
others which are being used by permission, license, 
or under a claim of fair use (17 U.S.C. 107). This 
presentation was prepared under the fair use 
guidelines for multi-media presentations and further 
use or distribution of it is not permitted.



Questions?

Rachel Ashe, Deputy Chief Assistant District Attorney
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit Domestic Violence Unit

Email: rashe@cherokeecountyga.gov

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-SAFE (7233)
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