
Mental Health & 
Victimization



Objectives

Define mental 
illness

1

Describe the 
prevalence of 
mental illness in the 
U.S. 

2

Identify victimization 
and revictimization 
risk among persons 
with mental illness

3

Explore 
explanations for 
victimization risk 
among persons with 
mental illness

4

Examine the 
criminal justice 
system response to 
persons with mental 
illness 

5



What is mental illness??



Types of Mental 
Illnesses 

MENTAL HEALTH 
CONDITIONS

SCHIZOPHRENIA

https://www.nami.org/Learn-More/Mental-Health-Conditions
https://www.nami.org/Learn-More/Mental-Health-Conditions/Schizophrenia


Comorbidity 



What is stigma?? 
Bring Change 2 Mind

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdUz0tlKZ78


How common is mental illness in the U.S.?
What about SMI? 



National Institute of Mental Health 
Estimates



2023 Statistics – Any Mental Illness

Source of charts: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2025). Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: Results from the 2024 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health (HHS Publication No. PEP25-07-007, NSDUH Series H-60). Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. https://www.samhsa.gov/data/data-we-collect/nsduh-national-survey-drug-use-and-health/national-releases 



2023 Statistics

Source of chart: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2025). Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: Results from the 2024 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health (HHS Publication No. PEP25-07-007, NSDUH Series H-60). Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. https://www.samhsa.gov/data/data-we-collect/nsduh-national-survey-drug-use-and-health/national-releases  



How often are persons with 
SMI victimized?
How do the rates of victimization among persons with SMI compare to the 

victimization rates of the general population?? 



Victimization among persons with MI



Recurring victimization among persons 
with SMI

Source of figure above: Policastro, C., Teasdale, B., & Daigle, 
L. E. (2016). The recurring victimization of individuals with 
mental illness: a comparison of trajectories for two racial 
groups. Journal of quantitative criminology, 32(4), 675-693. 

Teasdale, B., Daigle, L. E., & Ballard, E. (2014). Trajectories of 
recurring victimization among people with major mental 
disorders. Journal of interpersonal violence, 29(6), 987-1005.



Why such high rates of 
victimization among this 
population?
What makes persons with serious mental illness vulnerable to victimization?



What explains higher victimization rates 
among persons with Mi/smi??? 



Criminal Justice (CJ) Response to Persons 
with SMI



Responding to 
victimization 
among persons 
with Mi/SMI

Mental health and drug 
courts

Crisis Intervention Teams 

Mental Health Treatment 



Police: Crisis Intervention Teams



Courts: Mental Health Courts

map of Mental Health Treatment Courts 

https://www.samhsa.gov/gains-center/mental-health-treatment-court-locator/adults


Corrections: Mental Health Services


