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Know More, Do More: 
Identifying and Responding 

to Stalking
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Department of Justice, Office on Violence 
Against Women.
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TRIBAL CODES

UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE

TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-315 (WEST 2023). 
STALKING

(b) (1) A person commits an offense who 
intentionally engages in stalking.

(2) Stalking is a Class A misdemeanor.

(3) Stalking is a Class E felony if the defendant, at 
the time of the offense, was required to or was 
registered with the Tennessee bureau of 
investigation as a sexual offender, violent sexual 
offender or violent juvenile sexual offender, as 
defined in § 40-39-202.
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TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-315 (WEST 2023). 
STALKING (EDITED) (CLASS E FELONY)

(c)(1)  A person commits aggravated stalking who commits the 
offense of stalking and:

(A)  Displays a deadly weapon

(B) Victim is less than 18 and offender is at least five 
years older

(C) Previous stalking conviction within 7 years

(D) Credible threat to the victim or victim’s family with the 
intent to place any such person in reasonable fear of 
death or bodily injury; 

(E) Knowing violation of court order

TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-315 (WEST 2023). 
STALKING (EDITED) (CLASS C FELONY)

(d)(1)  A person commits especially aggravated stalking 
who:

(A)  Previous conviction for stalking involving the same 
victim 

(B) Commits aggravated stalking and recklessly causes 
serious bodily injury to victim or victim’s family

(C) Commits stalking and the victim is less than 12 and 
offender is at least 18
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A pattern of behavior 
directed at a specific 
person that would cause a 
reasonable person to feel

for the person’s safety 
or the safety 

of others; or suffer substantial 
emotional distress.

A pattern of behavior…

*Not a single incident 
or “one off” event

*Called a “course of 
conduct” in most 
statutes

…directed at a specific person… ...that would cause a 
reasonable person 
to feel

for their safety or the safety of others; 
or suffer substantial emotional distress.

TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-315 (WEST 2023). 
STALKING (EDITED)

(1) “Course of conduct” means a pattern of conduct 
composed of a series of two (2) or more separate, 
noncontinuous acts…including, but not limited to, 
….follows, monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, 
or communicates to a person, or interferes with a 
person's property;

….

(4) “Stalking” means a willful course of conduct … that 
would cause a reasonable person to feel terrorized, 
frightened, intimidated, threatened, harassed, or 
molested, and that actually causes the victim to feel 
terrorized, frightened, intimidated, threatened, 
harassed, or molested
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Given the prevalence of this crime, why don't 
we see corresponding numbers of 
victimization within our systems?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Stalking: 
Reality vs. Recognition
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Image Results for “Stalking”

“

Context

• Something may be 
frightening to the 
victim but not to you

• Stalking behaviors often 
have specific meanings

• Stalking criminalizes 
otherwise 
non-criminal behavior
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Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel
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Risk for male perpetrated
& female IPH victimization

Top 10 risk factors for 
intimate partner homicide

11-fold increase in risk of IPH1) Direct access to guns
7-fold increase in risk2) Threated victim with a weapon
7-fold increase in risk3) Non-fatal strangulation
5-fold increase in risk4) Perpetrated rape/forced sex 
6-fold increase in risk5) Controlling behaviors
4-fold increase in risk6) Threated to harm the victim
4-fold increase in risk7) Abused victim while pregnant

3-fold increase in risk of IPH8) Perpetrated stalking
2-fold increase in risk9) Jealousy
2-fold increase in risk10) Substance abuse

Spencer, C.M. & Stith, S.M. (2018). Risk Factors for Male Perpetration and Female Victimization of Intimate Partner Homicide: A 
Meta-Analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 21(3): 527-540. 

Stalking is a Lethality Risk

Intersections of Stalking & Sexual 
Assault

Stalker threatens/plans to sexually assault the 
victim.

Stalker attempts to get someone else to assault 
the victim.

Stalker sexually assaults the victim.

Stalker contacts victim after sexual assault. 

Recognizing Stalking:
Understanding Stalking Behaviors

Through sabotage or attack
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